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Rule 1:  Name

The name shall be the Eastern Districts (S.I.) Swimming Centre, commonly called – “Eastern Districts Swimming” and it shall be affiliated to Swimming New Zealand.

Rule 2:  Objects

The objects of Eastern Districts shall be:

1. To promote, encourage and foster swimming and ancillary water sports in the region.

2. To promote attitudes and behavior conducive to good conduct, fair play and equity.

3. To ensure the uniformity of the Rules and Regulations for the control and administration of Swimming New Zealand and its members.

4. To undertake such actions or activities as are incidental to or conducive to the attainment of the above objects. 

5. To act as the controlling authority for the said Federation within Eastern Districts region and to do all the things and to exercise all the privileges delegated to Eastern Districts by the Rules and Laws of  SNZ.

6. To arrange, control and manage inter club races and competitions and championship events, or to delegate the right to affiliated clubs to conduct such races and competitions.

7. To provide, Administrative and Financial Management services to its members.

Rule 3:  Powers

The powers of the Centre shall be:

1. To prescribe, make and adopt such rules, regulations and resolutions and to do all such acts as may be necessary or desirable to carry out the objects or to conduct business including all lawful acts incidental or conducive to the attainment of the objects.

2. To prescribe any fees or charges to be paid by members including those paid by members being admitted to membership.

3. To purchase, take on lease, exchange or otherwise acquire any lands, buildings, easements or any real or personal property and to sell, convey, transfer, assign, mortgage, give exchange or otherwise dispose of the same and design and/or construct buildings and to let contracts for such design and/or construction.

4. To hire agents employ and/or engage executive directors, secretaries, managers, or any other type of employee and pay them and other persons in return for services to the Centre such salary, wages, gratuities, fees or pensions as the Centre may from time to time determine.

5. To subscribe to or become a member of, or affiliate with, any association, society or organization whose objects are similar either wholly or in part to the objects or which may further the objects in any way.

6. To expel, suspend, fine or otherwise discipline any member, members or members of members.

7. To delegate such of its powers as it may from time to time deem fit.

8. To employ and deal with the funds of the Centre in such manner as it deems fit in the interests of the Centre.

9. To borrow or raise and give security for money in such manner as the Centre in its absolute and unfettered discretion shall think fit including the issue of bonds, debentures, promissory notes, mortgages or other obligations or securities of the Federation secured upon its assets.

10. To enter into any arrangement with any Government or authority, international, municipal, local or otherwise that may seem conducive to the Centre’s objects or any of them and to obtain from any such Government or authority, any rights privileges and concessions which the Centre thinks desirable and to carry out, exercise and to comply with an such arrangements, rights privileges and concessions.

11. To undertake or promote any action required to attain the objects of the Centre.

Rule 4:  Interpretation

These Rules made hereunder shall be read together with and form part of the Rules and Laws of SNZ and its member organisations.  In these Rules made hereunder unless repugnant to the context:  

(a) “Club” shall mean a bona fide amateur swimming club.  A bona fide amateur swimming club, to be recognised as such by the Federation, must number not less than twenty (20) members liable under the Rules of the club for payment of regular subscriptions.  Such members to be amateurs as defined by Rule GR1 in the FINA handbook, and it must have a published rule to that effect.

(b) “Member of a club” shall mean a financially declared member, one who is liable under the Rules of the Club for the payment of the regular club subscription.

(c) “Member of Eastern Districts” shall mean any “member of a club” as defined in (b) above or any delegate duly appointed by a club to Eastern Districts under Rule 17 hereof or any other officer who, under the Rules of Eastern Districts, is an ex officio member of same.

(d) “Federation” shall mean  Swimming New Zealand.

(e) “SNZ” shall mean Swimming New Zealand. 

(f) “Board” shall mean governing body of SNZ, as in Rule 2.2 of the SNZ  

 Constitution.

(g)  The following are autonomous organisations within Swimming New Zealand.

(h) “SNZ” shall mean Swimming New Zealand.

“DNZ” shall mean Diving New Zealand.

“SSNZ” shall mean Synchronised Swimming New Zealand.

“SENZ” shall mean Swimming Education New Zealand.

(i) “Delegate” shall mean a representative of a club on Eastern Districts, duly    appointed in accordance with Rule 17 hereof.   

(j) “Inter club carnival” shall mean a swimming carnival or competition at which         members of clubs, in addition to members of the promoting club compete, or any carnival or competition organised by Eastern Districts or by any person or body under Eastern Districts permit at which members of more than one club compete.

(k) “Eastern Districts” shall mean Swimming New Zealand (Inc) Eastern Districts  Regional Association.

(l) “Rules of Eastern Districts” shall include any Regulations made there under.

(m) “Rules of the Federation” shall include the Laws and Regulations of the   Federation.

(n) “Management Committee” shall mean the Management Committee of Eastern Districts appointed as in accordance with Rule 25 hereof.

(o) Region means Centre or Vice Versa.

Rule 5:  Boundaries

The Boundaries of Eastern Districts shall be those as laid down in SNZ Constitution Rule

8.1(n).

Rule 6:  Headquarters

The headquarters of Eastern Districts shall be at Timaru, or at such other place as shall be determined by a vote of the affiliated clubs through Eastern Districts, provided always that the headquarters of Eastern Districts shall be the headquarters of a club.

Rule 7:  Colours

The colours of Eastern Districts shall be Blue, Green and/or Gold.

Rule 8:  Constitution

1. Eastern Districts shall consist of such recognized bona fide amateur swimming clubs within Eastern District’s region as are now affiliated with the Federation.  Such clubs as may from time to time be affiliated in the manner provided in the Laws of the Federation and that have signified their consent to be governed by the Rules and Laws of the Federation and Rules of Eastern Districts.  No club shall have the right to take part in the Management of the affairs of Eastern Districts except by delegates as hereinafter provided.

2. Eastern Districts shall have over clubs, members, officials and others within its region, power of suspension of cancellation of appointment similar to the powers of SNZ (Rule 7.5 of its Constitution).

3. Subject to the provisions of rule 35 hereof, clubs shall have over their own members and officers powers of suspension of cancellation of appointment, similar to the powers of Eastern Districts.

Rule 9:  Club Affiliation

1. A club wishing to join the Federation shall apply in writing to the Secretary of Eastern Districts.  The application must be accompanied by a copy of the club’s Rules and a statement of the number of its members, together with such further information as Eastern Districts may require, or as may be called for by the Federation. 

2. Included with the application shall be confirmation from Eastern Districts to Federation that the club has adopted the guidelines of the Federation’s model club constitution.

3. Eastern Districts shall forward the application, together with such recommendations as it may deem proper, to the Federation, which shall alone decide whether affiliation shall be granted.

4. The affiliation of a club shall operate as an agreement binding such club and the members thereof to abide by the Rules and Laws of the Federation and of Eastern Districts and to accept and enforce all these lawful decisions.  Any breach of this agreement shall render such club liable to suspension either by the Federation or by Eastern Districts, or to expulsion by the Federation.

Rule 10:  Club Colours 

All clubs shall register their colours with Eastern Districts, and a register of such colours shall be kept by the Secretary.

Rule 11:  Club Affiliation Fees

Each club shall pay to Eastern Districts, Eastern Districts and national affiliation fees the current:

(a) Affiliation fees shall be as set at Eastern Districts Annual General Meeting or Special General meeting called for this purpose.

(b) For new clubs upon affiliation, the fee shall be:  for the first year of operation 50% of the fees as set in clause 11 (a).  (This clause shall not apply to any club at present affiliated to Eastern Districts and who may in future be involved in amalgamation or restructuring).

(c) For the second and subsequent years the fees payable shall be as set in 11 (a).

(d) A new club is a club that has never been affiliated previously, or that has not been affiliated for a period of five (5) years.

(e) These affiliation fees may be altered at any Annual General Meeting of Eastern Districts or SNZ or by any Special meeting called for that purpose.

(f) For purposes of membership or payment of affiliation fees the membership year shall be recognized as ending on 30 April each year.

Rule 12:  Payment of Club Affiliation Fees 

1. Full payment of affiliation fees is to made to Eastern Districts on registration for the current season.  No club whose fees remain unpaid shall, except as hereinafter provided, retain its representation on Eastern districts.   Exclusion from representation on Eastern Districts shall have the effect of suspension on the club and members thereof.

2. Notwithstanding the provisions of the last preceding section Eastern Districts may, by special resolution assented to by three fifths of the delegates present and entitled to vote at the meeting at which the matter is considered, grant a club extension of time in which to pay the Eastern Districts fees, or may remit all or part of the Eastern Districts fees, as it shall determine, and it may in addition make such recommendation to the Federation as it shall deem fit in respect to any such application by a club for extension of time, and for whole or partial remission of fees.  The delegates representing such club shall not vote.

3. A club whose fees are remitted in the matter set out in the preceding section shall be deemed to be in every way financial.

Rule 13:  Arrears of Fees payable by a swimmer

1. The name of any member of an affiliated club who is in arrears with the payment of  any fees or other money owing by him to such club, or to any other club, shall be posted to Eastern Districts as a defaulter, and thereupon he shall not be permitted to swim in any race under the control of Eastern Districts or of any club affiliated through Eastern Districts until such monies are paid.

2. The declaration by Eastern Districts that a person is a defaulter shall have all the effects of suspension upon the said person.

3. The Honorary Treasurer of each club shall furnish to the Administration Secretary of Eastern Districts in time for presentation at the Annual General meeting of Eastern districts a list of such defaulting members at that date, together with the sums due by each of them respectively, and may at any time subsequently furnish the Administration Secretary of Eastern Districts with additional names of defaulters, together with the amounts due by each of them.

4. Any person posted to Eastern Districts as a defaulter must pay the amount due, plus a surcharge as hereinafter provided, into the hands of the Treasurer of Eastern Districts before he can be reinstated, but unless Eastern Districts has specifically determined, otherwise in a particular case or cases, reinstatement shall follow immediately and automatically upon the discharge of the debt.  Where Eastern Districts has specifically determined otherwise in a particular case or cases, reinstatement shall be subject to such conditions as Eastern Districts shall determine.

5. Payment made to the Honorary Treasurer of the Club, and by him notified to the Secretary of Eastern Districts shall be deemed sufficient.

Rule 14:  Annual Returns

1. Each club Secretary shall furnish to Eastern Districts’ Administration Secretary the return of clubs on  the form provided, within 15 days of year end.

2. Each club Secretary shall furnish to Eastern Districts Administration Secretary, no later than 28 days prior to the Annual General Meeting of Eastern Districts:

(a) A copy of the club’s annual report and duly audited balance sheet.

(b) The name(s) and address(es) of the delegate(s) who will represent the club on Eastern Districts during the ensuing year.  No club that has failed to comply with these provisions may be represented at the annual meeting of Eastern Districts, and such club shall be excluded from representation while such default continues. Expulsions from representation on Eastern Districts shall have the effect of suspension on the club and all the members thereof, and in such cases the provisions of rule F20 of  SNZ shall apply.

(c) Any club has the right to appoint a replacement delegate to Eastern Districts in the event of  resignation, death or other valid reason.

       3.   Eastern Districts’ Administration Secretary shall, after the annual meeting of                                         

             Eastern Districts, furnish to the Secretary of the Federation, an Eastern Districts’ 


             annual report and duly audited balance sheet and the name of the delegate(s) to

             represent Eastern Districts on the Federation for the ensuing year.  Each year the

             Eastern Districts Administration Secretary shall furnish to the Federation:

(a) the name of each club affiliated through Eastern Districts.

(b) The name and address of the Secretary of each club.

(c) The number of members in each club as at 30 April.

Rule 15:  Club Resignation and Striking off

1. Any club or association may resign from the Federation by giving written notice of such intention to the Secretary of Eastern Districts, but such club or association shall continue to be liable for all affiliation fees and other monies due or accruing due to Eastern Districts or the Federation and unpaid at the date of such     resignation.

2. Any such club or association may by resolution passed at a Special meeting of Eastern Districts be struck off the roll in cases where such club or association:

(a) Has ceased to be financial.

(b) Has committed a breach of  the Rules of Eastern Districts or the Federation or permitted or condoned any breach thereof by any of its members.

(c) Has ceased to exist.

(d) Has by alteration of boundaries ceased to be within the Eastern Districts region.

3. The provisions of rule 33 hereof shall apply in all cases of striking off under 

Clauses “a” and “b” of the last preceding section.

4. In the event of the dissolution of a club, or of a club through any other cause

Ceasing to exist, the funds and property thereof, after the discharge of all liabilities shall, in the absence of a specific rule to the contrary in the Rules of such club, be handed to Eastern Districts to be disposed of as Eastern Districts shall determine.  In no event shall the surplus assets of a club be divided among the members thereof, nor shall the members of the club have any beneficial interest therein.

Rule 16:  Swimmer Transfers

1. Application for a transfer shall be made by the swimmer concerned or his parent

(s) to Eastern Districts in writing using the form at Appendix 1.

      2.   The swimmer must be a registered and financial member of an affiliated Club to 

             the Centre.

Rule 17:  Club Representation to Eastern Districts

1. Each club or other body affiliated with the Federation through Eastern Districts shall be entitled to representation on Eastern Districts with up to 3 delegates.

Rule 18:  Officers

The officers of Eastern Districts shall be, President, Vice President, Immediate Past President, Secretary, Treasurer, Competition Secretary, Chairperson of Management Committee.

Rule 19:  Election of Officers

1. Officers shall be elected from affiliated members.  Nominations shall be forwarded by the clubs to Eastern Districts Administration Secretary at least one calendar month prior to the Annual General Meeting.  In all cases of contested officers the voting shall be by secret ballot.  Scrutineers for the examination of voting papers shall be elected at the meeting.  In the event of any office becoming vacant between two annual meetings, such vacancy may only be filled at a general meeting called for that purpose.

2. Eastern Districts shall appoint an Honorary auditor, who shall be qualified by professional status to perform the duties of a Chartered Accountant, and who shall not be an officer of Eastern Districts.

3. There shall be one (1) Convenor of Qualifyers who shall be nominated annually.

4. An Awards Committee of three (3) elected members shall be elected every five (5) years on the years ending on “0” and “5”.

5. In the absence of a nomination then the incoming Management Committee has the power to appoint, for the current year, suitable persons to these positions.

6. Nomination Forms shall be styled and with similar information as detailed at Appendix III.

Rule 20:  Duties of Officers

The duties of President, Secretary, Treasurer and Chairperson of the Management Committee shall be detailed in the attached Regulations.

Rule 21:  Annual General Meeting

        1.  (a)   The Annual General Meeting of Eastern Districts shall be held at such time  


                    Eastern Districts shall prescribe, but in any case it shall be held prior to the 


                    Annual General Meeting of SNZ and shall be presided over by the President.

          (b)  Tabling of Club annual reports, and notification of the names of delegates 

                 Appointed by clubs for the ensuing year. 

                No club that has failed to provide copies of its report and balance sheet shall be     

                permitted to participate in the meeting.


2.    The order of  business at the Annual General Meeting shall be:

(a) Roll call of delegates.

(b) Proxies

(c) Apologies

(d) Confirmation of minutes of the preceding Annual General Meeting.

(e) Presentation of annual report.

(f) Presentation of financial report.

(g) Election of Officers.

(h) Honorariums.

(i) Consideration of recommendations of the Awards Committee.

(j) Consideration of motions, recommendations or remits of which notice has been given.

(k) General business.

                  The order in which business is taken may be varied by the Chairperson for any 

   reason deemed necessary.


3.  Notice of the date, time and place of holding the Annual General Meeting, 

together with copies of Eastern Districts annual report and balance sheet shall 

be forwarded to the Secretary of each affiliated club (in sufficient numbers 

that each delegate should receive a copy) to each elected officer of Eastern 

Districts at least fourteen (14) days before the date of the meeting.


4.
The Centres financial year shall end on 30 April.

Rule 22:
Delegates Meeting

1. Up to four general meetings of Eastern Districts shall be held each year.  Seven days notice shall be given by the Administration Secretary to persons as listed in rule 21.3.

      2.   Special General meetings of Eastern Districts may be called by

            the Management Committee at any time.  Notice of the holding of a Special                                   

            General meeting shall be forwarded by the Secretary to those persons entitled  to                                                                                               

            vote at least fourteen (14) days before the date set down for the meeting.  The              

            notice shall state the business to be transacted at such meeting and except with the  

           assent of three fifths of the delegates present and entitled to vote at the meeting, no 

           business other than that set out on the notice shall be transacted at such meeting.

     3.  Extraordinary General meetings of Eastern Districts shall be called by the

Administration Secretary on the receipt of a requisition signed by at least three clubs, and setting forth the nature of the business to be transacted at such a meeting.  Immediately upon the receipt of such a requisition, the Administration Secretary shall take steps to convene the Extraordinary General Meeting.  At least fourteen (14) days notice of such meeting shall be given to the persons as listed in rule 21.3. The notice shall set out explicitly the nature of the business proposed to be transacted in accordance with the requisition.  As such Extraordinary General meetings no business other than that set out in the notice calling the meeting shall be transacted.  

     4.   If at the time when any meeting of Eastern Districts or Management Committee

must terminate, and the business set down to be transacted has not been completed, the Chairperson, with the concurrent of the meeting, may adjourn such meeting, and such adjournment may be repeated as often as if necessary to complete the business set down to be transacted.  The verbal announcement of the Chairperson of the time, date and place of such adjournment shall be sufficient notice of same.

Rule 23:  Quorum for Delegates Meetings.

   1.
One third of the delegates of Eastern Districts entitled to attend a general meeting thereof shall constitute a quorum at such meeting.

   2.
At meetings of any Emergency or other Committee, or of any Sub-Committee other than the Management Committee, in the absence of any direction on the subject from Eastern Districts, the quorum shall be as such Committees or Sub-Committees shall respectively determine.

   3.
Except as hereinafter provided, no business shall be transacted at any general meeting of Eastern Districts unless a quorum of delegates is present in person or by proxy.

    4.
If within fifteen (15) minutes from the time appointed for the commencement of the meeting a quorum is not present, the Chairperson shall declare the meeting lapsed, and the meeting will stand adjourned to the same day within the next week at the same time and place, or to such other day, time and place not being more than fourteen (14) days after the date of such meeting, as a majority of the delegates present may determine, and if at such adjourned meeting a quorum is not present at the expiration of fifteen (15) minutes from the time appointed for the commencement of the meeting, then those delegates who are present shall constitute a quorum and may transact the business for which the meeting was called. The verbal announcement of the Chairperson, of the day, time and place shall be sufficient notice of such an adjourned meeting.

    5.
If within fifteen (15) minutes of the time appointed for the commencement of an Extraordinary General meeting, called by requisition a quorum is not present, the Chairperson shall declare such a meeting dissolved.

Rule 24:  Voting by Delegates

    1.
At meetings of Eastern Districts those entitled to vote shall be:  President, Vice President, Immediate Past President, Administration Secretary, Treasurer, Competition Secretary, elected members of the Management Committee and Club Delegates.

   2.
At meetings of Management Committee all members of the Management Committee shall be entitled to vote.

   3.
In the case of equality of voting, the Chairperson shall have a casting vote as well as a deliberate vote.

   4.
Voting shall be on the voices, save when a vote is challenged, when a show of hands shall be taken.  When demanded by two or more delegates representing different clubs, a division may be taken.  In all cases of division, the voting shall be recorded in the minutes.

Rule 25:  Proxies

   1.
Any delegate representing a club may appoint a proxy to represent such delegate at any meeting of Eastern Districts, and such proxies, unless limited by the document appointing them, shall have all the powers of speech and vote possessed by the delegate for whom they act.

   2.
All proxies shall be in writing and shall be handed to the Chairperson at the commencement of the meeting.

   3.
Except in the case of a delegate coming within the scope of section 1 (e) of rule 16 hereof, a proxy may be given only to a member of Eastern Districts or to a member of the club in respect to whose delegate such proxy is given.

   4.
Any other person eligible to vote at Rule 24.1 shall be entitled to appoint a proxy.

Rule 26:  Management Committee

   1.
Eastern Districts at its Annual General Meeting shall elect eight (8) members, who together with the Treasurer,  Administration Secretary, and Competition Secretary will be the Management Committee.  The President, whether a member of Management or not, has full voting and speaking rights at Management meetings. 

   2.
The affairs of Eastern Districts shall be conducted and governed by the Management Committee, which shall at its first meeting elect one of their number as Chairperson for the year.

   3.
If a vacancy arises on the Management Committee through death, resignation or otherwise, management has the power to fill the casual vacancy.

   4.
Minutes of the Management Committee meeting shall be circulated to the Management Committee Members.

   5.
At meetings of Management Committee six (6) members entitled to sit at such meetings shall constitute a quorum.  Any member absenting themselves from three (3) consecutive meetings without a satisfactory reason for doing so will be liable to be struck off the Management Committee.  If the member so struck off be an elected officer, then such office shall by that very fact become vacant by reason of such officer’s loss of Management Committee membership, and the vacancy shall be filled in accordance with the provisions of rule 18, clause 5, hereof.

   6.
Insurance


Public liability – the Management Committee shall ensure a public liability insurance policy to cover all activities under the control of Eastern Districts.


All gear, equipment and trophies belonging to Eastern Districts shall be covered by insurance.

   7.
Management has the right to appoint a SCATS representative member with full voting and speaking rights.

Rule 27:  Delegation of Powers

Eastern Districts may delegate all or any of its powers to a Committee or to a Club.

Rule 28:  Annual Meetings of Clubs

Annual meetings of clubs must be held prior to the date fixed for the Annual General 

Meeting of Eastern Districts.

Rule 29:  Inter Club Competitions

1.
All inter club races, carnivals and competitions shall be under the control of Eastern Districts.  At the beginning of each season the Management Committee shall publish a list of dates for Eastern Districts fixtures and inter club carnivals.

2.
Carnival entries must be submitted using a Team Manager File. This will apply to all club and Eastern Districts approved carnivals.

3.
Clubs desiring to conduct extra meets and carnivals shall make application to the Management Committee, who shall grant such application or not as it shall deem fit, and in granting permission may impose such conditions as it shall determine.

Rule 30:  Competing Outside the Region

An application for dispensation to compete at meets held outside the region will only be 

required when the meet date conflicts with either our Regional Championships or any 

other Inter Regional Meet for which a selected team from our region has been selected.

In these instances application must be made in writing to the Centre Secretary at least 14 

days prior to the event setting out details of the meet to be attended and the basis for the 

request for dispensation.  

Each application will be considered on its own merits.

Club Competition Secretaries must forward team results from out of region meets they attend  to the  Regional Competition Secretary, Records Clerk and Convener of Qualifiers.

Rule 31:  Suspension

1. Any club or club member shall be liable to their suspension in the event of it or violating the Rules of Eastern Districts or of the Federation, or of neglecting to comply with any lawful direction of Eastern Districts.

2. Any swimmer guilty of unfair practice or misconduct, whether relating to racing or not, shall be liable to suspension or disqualification, as Eastern Districts shall determine.

3. Any club, club member, officer, official or other body or person, which or who shall, in the opinion of Eastern Districts, do or omit to do, or cause to be done, any act, deed, matter of thing whereby any other club, club member, officer official or other body or person shall or may or may be likely to liable to suffer any loss, hardship, loss of status, injustice or any other injury shall be liable to suspension or such term as Eastern Districts shall deem proper and Eastern Districts shall have full power as it may determine in the case of an individual.  Notwithstanding that such person may have resigned, retired from or otherwise ceased to hold to be in the position occupied at the time of the commission of the offence.

4. No club, body or club member or other person shall be suspended without being given adequate opportunity of being heard in defence.  Notice of a proposal to suspend or otherwise deal with any body or person shall be given in writing to the body or person concerned, setting forth explicitly the charge preferred and notifying the time and place of hearing.

5. Notice of suspension or the imposition of other penalty shall at once be given by the Secretary of Eastern Districts to the body or person concerned and the Secretary of Eastern Districts shall, at the time, notify in writing the Secretary of the Federation.

6. Subject to the provision of rule 9.4 of the SNZ Constitution and the provisions of Rule 16 of these Rules, a member of a suspended club may, with the permission of Eastern Districts apply to any other club for membership.

7. A suspended body or person may appeal.

Rule 32:  Appeals

1. Any person or body within the jurisdiction of Eastern Districts may appeal to Eastern Districts. 

2. All appeals shall be governed by rule 21 of the SNZ Constitution.

Rule 33:  Alteration to Rules

1. These Rules shall not be added to, rescinded, or amended, nor shall any new rule be enacted except at the Annual General Meeting of Eastern Districts, or at a Special meeting called for that purpose.

2. Notice of any proposal to add to or amend any rule, or to enact any new rule, shall be sent to the Secretary of each affiliated club, to elected officers of Eastern Districts, at least fourteen (14) clear days before the date set down for the meeting at which such proposal is to be considered.

3. No motion to amend or rescind any rule, or to enact any new rule, shall be declared carried unless the votes in favour shall be at least three fifths of the total votes cast.

4. Alteration to Regulations shall be the responsibility of the Management Committee.

Rule 34:  Access to Rules 

The Rules of Eastern Districts shall be open to inspection by any member of an affiliated club or organization affiliated with Eastern Districts at all times that the Secretary of Eastern Districts shall consider reasonable.

Rule 35:  Interpretation of Rules

Subject to rule 20 of the SNZ Constitution, the decision of Eastern Districts shall be final

on all matters in interpretation of the Rules made hereunder. The Secretary of Eastern

Districts shall keep a list of all the rulings of interpretation given by Eastern Districts.

Rule 36:  Matters Not Provided For

If any question shall arise concerning any matter not provided for in these Rules made

hereunder, the same shall be decided by Eastern Districts, whose decision, subject to rule

20 of the SNZ Constitution, shall be final.

Rule 37:  Winding Up

In the event of the disbandment or winding up of Eastern Districts, the property of Eastern Districts shall be realized and the proceeds shall be vested with trustees to be applied to the encouragement of swimming in Eastern Districts.

Rule 38:  Eastern Districts Service Awards

1. Eastern Districts Service Awards – all applications for awards other than those automatically granted shall be submitted to the Awards Committee whose recommendations shall be tabled at the next Annual General Meeting of Eastern Districts for award confirmation.  Applications the Committee decide they cannot recommend will be returned without comment to the proposers.  All representations to this Committee will be treated as strictly confidential.

2. Conditions concerning the granting of Service Awards – Eastern Districts Management Committee or Committee of an affiliated club may submit the name of any candidate for a Service Award one month before the Annual General Meeting.

3. The main consideration will always be the quality of service rendered to Eastern Districts or club.  Length of service is not to be taken as securing automatic award.  As a guide only, the following would be expected:

Eastern Districts Management Committee – 5 years Eastern Districts official or club executive and official – 7 years.

4. Honours awards – five years after receiving the Eastern Districts Service Award, and providing that the holder has continued throughout that period to give service of the quality that earned the Service Award in the first instance, an Honours Award must be suitably or formally presented.  All applications for Honours Awards, must be submitted to the Awards Committee to consider and make recommendations in similar conditions, as apply to applications for Service Awards.

Rule 39:  Life Membership 

1.  Eastern Districts may elect to Life Membership of the region any person, who in the opinion of Eastern Districts, has rendered conspicuous service over a period of not less than fifteen (15) years.

2. No member shall be elected a life member of Eastern Districts unless the affirmative votes shall be three fifths of the total voting strength of the clubs on Eastern Districts.

3. A candidate for Life Membership may be nominated by Eastern Districts, or by an affiliated club in writing to the Administration Secretary of Eastern Districts, setting out fully the grounds on which nomination is made.  This nomination shall be considered by the Awards Committee, whose recommendation shall be considered at the first ensuing Annual General Meeting of Eastern Districts.  Nominations for Life Membership must be in the hands of Eastern Districts Administration Secretary one month prior to the Annual General Meeting.

4. Life Members of Eastern Districts shall have full voting and speaking rights on all matters before Eastern Districts.

5. Persons so elected as Life Members of Eastern Districts shall be presented with a certificate of Life Membership.

Rule 40:  Swimmers Tracksuits/Uniforms

Any swimmer who has qualified and attends a National Meet or South Island Town & Country Meet shall be required to wear their official club uniform.

Rule 41:  Eastern Districts Records

1. The Management Committee shall check applications for recognition of record performances, only when the conditions as set out in SW11 of SNZ Regulation are strictly complied with in every detail, except for Eastern Districts records, when, in the absence of electronic timing, of the three timekeepers on each lane, the Chief lane timekeeper is the only one required to be qualified.  

2. Only members of clubs affiliated to Eastern Districts will be eligible to hold Eastern Districts records.

3. Eastern Districts records shall be recognized for Eastern Districts Championship distances, and any other distances as may be determined from time to time.

4. Particulars of any record shall be recorded in the minute book of Eastern Districts and the Records Convenor shall keep a list of Eastern Districts records, and shall from time to time revise such lists as directed.

5. Record time established by Eastern Districts swimmers outside of Eastern Districts in either long course or short course pools of not less than 25 metres shall be recognized as Eastern Districts records.  It is the swimmers responsibility to produce proof of having broken a record in a pool outside of the Eastern Districts region.

6. Record certificates shall be issued as soon as appropriate.

Rule 42:  Distances for Eastern Districts Records

Long and Short Courses are listed at Appendix II.

Rule 43:  Rules of Eastern Districts Championships

Eastern Districts may conduct annually such Regional Championships as it shall determine.  The championship events shall be those prescribed by the Rules of Eastern Districts.

1. Eastern Districts Championship entries, together with the entry fee, must come through the Club Competition Secretary.  Entry fees for swimming events and for relays shall be set annually by the Management Committee.

2. Medals, ribbons or certificates may be awarded to the first, second and third place getters in each final, as shall be decided by Management Committee at their discretion.

3. In all Championship finals, only two swimmers from outside Eastern Districts region may compete.  If a final is won by a swimmer from outside of Eastern Districts region, the title shall be held by the first Eastern Districts swimmer to finish, and duplicates shall be awarded.

     4.    Diving:

(a) Divers shall compete and reach a standard of performance (to be determined by a panel of judges) at a preliminary diving session held within two weeks prior to Eastern Districts championships.

(b) All dives to be performed from an optional position from the following list of compulsory dives:  Forward dive, back dive, reverse dive, inward dive, forward dive ½ twist.

(c) Diving – divers shall select their dive from the list of dives in accordance with FINA regulations, and degrees of difficulty as printed in the FINA handbook.  

Rule 44:  Ages for Eastern Districts Championships

Have I got this correct – not sure the open line is right

1.    Open – shall be a swimmer of any age.

2.    Fifteen (15) years of age and over on the first day of competition.

3.    Fourteen (14) years of age and under on the first day of competition.

4.    Twelve (12) years of age and under on the first day of competition.

5.    Ten (10) years of age and under on the first day of competition.

Rule 45:  Eastern Districts Championship Events

1.  Swimming distances – shall be listed in Appendix II.

Rule 46:  Doping Rule

This Rule shall be in strict accordance with rule 24 of the SNZ Constitution, of the same heading.

Rule 47:  Eligibility

FINA Rule GR 1.1 – any competitor eligible to compete shall be registered with his National Federation.

Rule 48:  Rules for Trophies

All events to be under the jurisdiction of Eastern Districts.
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